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ently treated in a rather casual fashion by the British
Government. At least so it would appear, since in par-
liament Mr. Lloyd George, Lord Birkenhead and other
cabinet officers stated that they had no knowledge of the
important letter from the Greek premier, M. Gounaris,
conveying this information. (Because of the lack of
Allied support Greek officials stated that they were
"jettisoned7'; and on November 28, 1922, the revolu-
tionary government at Athens carried out the execution
of leading political and military officials. In the House
of Commons, on December 7, 1922, Mr. Lloyd George
admitted that M. Gounaris' note was circulated in the
British cabinet but that he was away at the time and
that it did not come to his attention.)
\ The Greek situation was getting more hopeless every
day. At home, the drachma was at a great discount,
the political strifes were very pronounced, the people
were impatient for a decision in Anatolia. The troops
were ill-clothed and ill-fed, pay was in arrears, and they
were on the verge of mutiny because of their incompetent
officers—the result of King .Constantine's action in
changing practically the entire Greek staff in Asia Minor.
In order to find out whether the Allies were willing to
support them, the Greek army threatened to occupy Con-
stantinople. The stern refusal of the Allied officers to
back her in this move, and taking into account Great Brit-
ain's refusal to recognize Constantine, prompted the de-
cision to retire from Asia Minor. The hangings of Greek
war and political leaders for their share in the previous
military catastrophe have already been mentioned)
I While there is a great deal of evidence therefore to
support the claim of the Greek military leaders that they
planned an early withdrawal from Asia Minor, the fact
remains that the Greek army was completely overcome.
On September 9, the advanced Turkish troops entered
Smyrna, followed a few days later by Mustafa Kemal

